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        The Newsletter for Marshall University                              March 14, 2018 
 
 
 
Marshall to offer undergraduate degree in Computer and 
Information Security 
 
Marshall University’s Weisberg Division of Computer Science will offer a new Bachelor of 
Science degree program in computer and information security beginning in the fall semester of 
2018. 
 
The program is in response to industry demand for trained cybersecurity professionals, and for 
Marshall, which was already offering courses in that field, the transition is the logical next step, 
said Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of the College of Information Technology and Engineering. 
 
He anticipates Marshall will be among the first programs in the nation to earn accreditation from 
the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology’s Computing Accreditation 
Commission because of the university’s already experienced faculty and comprehensive 
curriculum. The program will satisfy the Core Knowledge Unit requirements of the National 
Center for Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense. Marshall’s College of Information 
Technology and Engineering has 10 faculty members with experience in the field and will add 
new courses to those that its computer science students have already been taking. 
 
The program aims to help the workforce prevent, mitigate and respond to cyber security threats. 
In this fully integrated world, industries from health care to personal banking to state and local 
government and others need well-trained professionals to keep their data secure, and Marshall’s 
graduates will be fully prepared, Zatar said. 
 
“We consider ourselves leaders in cyber security, nationally and globally,” Zatar said. “We are 
trying to meet the needs of employers from all segments of the economy.” 
 
Marshall University’s Board of Governors has approved the College of Information Technology 
and Engineering’s plans to leverage its already existing resources in the Weisberg Division of 
Computer Science to start the program in the fall semester of 2018. Zatar expressed plans to 
launch a master’s program in Cyber Security beginning in the fall of 2019. 
 
The effort is one more example of Marshall’s commitment to strengthening the state’s workforce 
and economic opportunities, said President Jerome A. Gilbert, co-chair of the Alliance for the 
Economic Development of Southern West Virginia. “We at Marshall are thrilled to fulfill this 
need and embark on this new avenue, ensuring our graduates are key players in an ever-changing 
economy,” he said. 
 
For more information about the computer and information security bachelor’s degree program, 
contact Zatar at 304-696-8864. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine approved for two additional psychiatry 
fellowships; dental residency accredited 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine has received initial accreditation 
to move forward with two fellowships, both of which are in the department 
of psychiatry and behavioral medicine. 
 
Approval for the child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship and the 
geriatric psychiatry fellowship was issued by the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) in late 
February. The approval signals expansion for both education and clinical care for the school and 
community, respectively. 
 
“Adding medical fellows to our psychiatry program here at Marshall helps to provide mental 
health care for thousands of people,” said Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., dean of the school of 
medicine. “This is an important step for our medical school and community.” 
 
“We are thrilled that we have obtained approval to train psychiatrists in the much needed 
specialties of child and adolescent psychiatry, as well as geriatric psychiatry,” said Suzanne 
Holroyd, M.D., chair of the department of psychiatry and behavioral medicine. “We look 
forward to training psychiatry specialists to serve the great need in our region.” 
 
The child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship is two years with an approved complement of 
four positions, while the geriatric fellowship is one year with one approved position.  The 
programs will begin July 1, 2019. 
 
Also, in other news, the Commission on Dental Accreditation has awarded accreditation to 
the dental residency program, which began in 2016 under the joint umbrella of Marshall and 
Cabell Huntington Hospital.  
 
Raj Khanna, D.M.D., M.D., chair of the department of dentistry, oral and maxillofacial surgery, 
says the accreditation is for seven years. 
 
“This is excellent news for our program,” Khanna said. “The Commission has granted full 
accreditation to our program. The accreditation means that our program has met the rigorous 
national standards of training and education as set forth by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation. This is a great achievement for us. Our team has done a fantastic job preparing for 
this process.” 
 
Dental residents experience an intensive 12-month program designed to train general dentists in 
the management of medically complex situations and special needs patients in both inpatient and 
outpatient settings. 
 
With approval of the two new fellowships, the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine now offers 
10 accredited residency programs and nine fellowships. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Marshall Film Studies program to screen locally produced 
movie about growing up in West Virginia 
 
Marshall University will present a screening of Meadow Bridge, 
written and directed by Tijah Bumgarner, assistant professor of 
Journalism and Mass Communication in the College of Arts and 
Media, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 14, in room 154 of Smith Hall 
on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
Meadow Bridge is a coming-of-age story filmed and set in West 
Virginia. The screening will be followed by a Q&A session with 
the director. 
 
Bumgarner began her filmmaking experience at CalArts in Valencia, California. Coming from 
small-town West Virginia, she gained invaluable experience working on films in many capacities 
in Los Angeles. However, the stories she has to tell take place in West Virginia. 
 
Meadow Bridge is her first feature film. It tells the story of Darcy, a 14-year-old girl growing up 
in a small West Virginia town in the late 1990s. It’s a story about growing up on the edge of 
poverty and possibility — about trying to reach out into the bigger world, while wrestling with 
where you’re from. It’s a wry, comedic and honest film with an all-West Virginian cast. 
 
The screening is free and open to the public, with sponsorship by the Marshall University’s film 
studies program, the School of Journalism and Mass Communication, and the Department of 
English. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Walter Squire, director of Film Studies, by phone at 304-696-
2860 or by e-mail at squirew@marshall.edu, or Bumgarner by phone at 304-696-6025 or by e-
mail at bumgarnert@marshall.edu. 
 
—– 
 
Photo: Tijah Bumgarner is the writer and director of a new film, Meadow Bridge, which will 
premiere Wednesday, March 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Classified Staff Council to hold special election March 16-19 
 
The Classified Staff Council will hold an election to fill vacancies for the following: 
 
One vacancy in EEO 40 – Technical and Paraprofessional 
 
Three vacancies in EEO 50 – Clerical 
 
One Vacancy in EEO 60/70 – Service and Maintenance 
 
Nominees Are: 
 
EEO Group 40 – Technical and Paraprofessional 
Amy Saxton – Office of Experiential Learning 
Johnny Bradley – Library 
Karena Burriss – Purchase Card 
An option will be provided to write in a name 
 
EEO Group 50 – Clerical 
Write-in options only 
 
EEO Group 60/70 – Service and Maintenance 
Larry Morris – Public Safety 
Timothy Cline – Physical Plant 
An option will be provided to write in a name 
 
Electronic voting will be available from Friday, March 16, at 6 a.m. through Monday, 
March 19, at midnight. All voting will be electronic. There will be no paper ballot voting.    
 
Individuals will need their MUNet username and password to log into their myMu accounts to 
cast their ballots during the election period. Staff members are highly recommended to vote early 
in the election period so that if they encounter any problems logging in or casting their ballot, 
they may obtain assistance from the Help Desk. 
 
Any staff member who is unable to successfully vote electronically should notify the Staff 
Council office or Election Committee Chair Nina Barrett PRIOR to the end of the voting period. 
Contact information is listed below: 
 
Staff Council Office – Katie Counts, 304-696-2222 or easter@marshall.edu 
Election Committee Chair – Nina Barrett, 304-696-2216, or barrett@marshall.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Stone joins RCBI as Maker Vault/STEM coordinator 
 
The Maker Vault, the public makerspace at the Robert C. Byrd Institute 
(RCBI) in Huntington, has a new director and is expanding hours of 
operation. 
 
Deacon Stone of Huntington joined RCBI in February as full-time Maker 
Vault/STEM coordinator. In this new position, Stone oversees the 
makerspace, leads RCBI’s extensive STEM outreach programs – including 
its popular series of 3D printing, robotics and coding camps – and promotes 
educational and hands-on making opportunities that RCBI provides the 
community. 
 
“We’re excited to have Deacon join our team,” said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director & CEO. 
“His energy and enthusiasm, combined with his knowledge and creativity make him the perfect 
person to take our makerspace to the next level.” 
 
Stone also will lead RCBI’s monthly Raspberry Pi User Group and coordinate RCBI’s annual 
West Virginia Makes Festival, a statewide celebration of creativity and ingenuity now in its fifth 
year. 
 
“I look forward to expanding opportunities for makers of all ages and types, from K-12 students 
to retirees and from budding entrepreneurs to weekend hobbyists,” Stone said. “RCBI offers the 
technology, training and equipment needed to reach your making potential.” 
 
A native of South Point, Ohio, Stone earned a bachelor’s degree of fine arts from Marshall 
University and a master’s of fine arts from Cranbrook Academy of Art in Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan. He most recently served as marketing and outreach director for Solar Holler. From 
2014-2017, Stone worked for Coalfield Development Corporation as project director for West 
Edge Factory and enterprise president for Rediscover Appalachia. 
 
Beginning Tuesday, March 13, RCBI will make the Maker Vault more accessible to the public 
by extending hours to include evenings and weekends. Hours of operation will be Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 
To learn more about the opportunities and technology available in the Maker Vault or to arrange 
a free tour, contact Stone at 304.781.1659 or dstone@rcbi.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant Central training to be offered in March 
 
The Marshall University Research Corporation is pleased to announce its 2018 grant training by 
Grant Central will be held March 21-22 in Memorial Student Center, BE5. 
 
The morning of Wednesday, March 21, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, will be a Basic Grantsmanship 
session for all disciplines, followed by an afternoon session from 1-4:30 p.m. focused on 
National Science Foundation submissions. The session on the morning of March 22 from 8:30 
a.m. to noon will focus on National Institutes of Health submissions. 
 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided both days. 
 
Those interested in attending should respond directly to Amanda Plumley by March 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
University to observe holiday March 23 
 
As was announced in December 2017, Gov. Jim Justice excused public employees from two 
additional half-days of work on Friday, Dec. 22, 2017 and Friday, Dec. 29, 2017.  Since the 
university was already scheduled to be closed on both days, the Marshall holiday calendar has 
been adjusted to utilize the Governor’s proclamations. This includes moving a half day of our 
Presidents Day and Veterans Day holidays to be observed Friday, March 23, 2018. Offices will 
be closed all day. This date was selected because students are on spring break and university 
offices are less busy. 
 
Any questions should be directed to the Office of Human Resource Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
Printmaker Shaun Slifer to speak at Visual Arts Center March 
27 
 
Shaun Slifer will give a talk in the Visual Arts Center 209 at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 27.  
 
Slifer is a printmaker, writer, self-taught historian and museum professional based in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. His work investigates dominant historical narratives in relation to the lived 
environment. He has a particular interest in history from below, ecology and surreptitious 
signage, and has recently written about the Appalachian Movement Press in Huntington in the 
1970’s for Signal:06 journal.  
 
Slifer will also be discussing his role as a founding member of the Justseeds Artists’ Cooperative 
and his work as the creative director and exhibition designer for the West Virginia Mine Wars 
Museum. 
 
 
 
Marshall, Operation Underground Railroad to host training on 
combating child exploitation 
 
Marshall will host a training session by Operation 
Underground Railroad (O.U.R.), a nonprofit organization 
that rescues children from child sex traffickers around 
the world. 
 
O.U.R. will conduct a one-day workshop on the 
investigation of child sex trafficking from 10 a.m.  4 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 28, in the Don Morris Room in the 
Memorial Student Center on Marshall’s Huntington campus. The workshop is open to law 
enforcement officers and college students from the Bluegrass State Intelligence Community 
Center of Academic Excellence. It will cover solicitations, child pornography, digital forensics 
and the commercial sex industry. 
 
Last fall, a group of Marshall University’s Digital Forensics and Information Assurance students, 
faculty and staff assisted O.U.R. in an effort that resulted in the liberation of nearly 40 child 
trafficking victims and the arrest of 10 suspected traffickers. The effort took place over several 
weeks and involved sex trafficking in Latin America, the Caribbean and Southeast Asia. 
 
The upcoming training will be sponsored by the College of Science/Digital Forensics and 
Information Assurance. For more information or to register, contact John Sammons, director of 
Digital Forensics and Information Assurance, at sammons17@marshall.edu. 
 
To learn more about O.U.R., visit:  http://ourrescue.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Faculty Coffee with the President’ series continues March 28 in 
South Charleston 
 
President Jerry Gilbert is hosting a series of informal discussions 
with faculty. The series, called “Faculty Coffee with the President,” 
includes at least three programs each semester, with each program 
offering 12-15 faculty members the opportunity to participate. 
 
The discussions focus on a variety of timely higher education 
topics, and President Gilbert distributes articles to the participants 
in advance as a way to jump-start the discussions. Possible topics 
for this semester include free speech on campus, faculty 
collegiality, campus climate for students, student and faculty 
evaluations, and relationship boundaries for faculty. 
 
“We are not necessarily trying to solve a problem, but just have a discussion,” said Gilbert. “It is 
an opportunity for me to get to know faculty members better and for us to interact in an informal, 
casual setting.” 
 
Participation in the discussion groups is balanced so at least one faculty member from each 
college has the opportunity to participate in every event. Faculty members may voluntarily 
request to have a seat in the discussion by contacting the Office of the President. If the response 
for any session is greater than the available seats, a waiting list is established. 
 
The next “Faculty Coffee with the President” will be Wednesday, March 28, from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. on the South Charleston campus. To request consideration to be included in the discussion, 
please call Cora Pyles at 304-696-2300. 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
Music fraternity to host recital of American composers 
 
Marshall University’s School of Music, in partnership 
with the Zeta Eta chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, 
will present a concert featuring works from American 
composers, beginning at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
29, in the Jomie Jazz Center Forum. 
 
The concert will include several student performances from the Marshall jazz department, small 
chamber ensembles, solo performances and the Sinfonian Men’s Chorus. 
 
Phi Mu Alpha is the largest all-male music fraternity in the nation. One of its many goals is to 
advance music in America through events like the American music recital. The Zeta Eta chapter 
of Phi Mu Alpha has performed at least one American music recital annually since its recharter 
at Marshall University. 
 
The event is free and open to the public, with sponsorship from the School of Music, and light 
refreshments will be offered afterward. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host SBIRT training March 30 
 
Marshall University is hosting one more Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment 
(SBIRT) training session this month for helping professionals on the Huntington campus. It will 
take place from 1 to 4 p.m., Friday, March 30, in room BE-5 in the Memorial Student Center. 
 
SBIRT is an evidence-based, brief intervention that enables helping professionals to identify risk 
factors for substance use disorders effectively, briefly intervene and make appropriate referrals 
for those with risk factors or those who are currently struggling with a substance use disorder, 
according to Lyn O’Connell, clinical coordinator for the SBIRT grant. 
 
“This training can assist health care and behavioral health care providers, community health care 
workers, physicians, nurses, social workers, psychologists, school counselors, recovery coach 
specialists and other health care providers to empathically and effectively identify and engage 
with individuals, while using stigma-free and person-first language to improve our community 
response,” O’Connell said. “When we share a common language and skill set we are better able 
to collaboratively respond.” 
 
Amy Saunders, director of the Marshall University Wellness Center, and eight other departments 
at Marshall, received the SBIRT grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) in 2015.  Now students in ten departments at Marshall have SBIRT 
and substance use disorder training embedded in their curriculum. SBIRT staff have offered this 
training in the surrounding region and around the state of West Virginia. 
 
Prior registration for this session is required and tickets can be found on Eventbrite or through 
MUSBIRT’s Facebook event at www.facebook.com/MUSBIRT. To learn more, contact 
oconnelll@marshall.edu.  For more information about SBIRT, visit 
www.marshall.edu/wellness/MUSBIRT. 
 
Marshall to host 2nd Annual Science Blitz Day 
 
The Marshall University College of Science, in 
partnership with West Virginia Science Adventures, 
will host the 2nd Annual Science Blitz Day from 1 to 
5 p.m. Saturday, March 31, at the Science Building 
on the Huntington campus. 
 
The Science Festival will kick off at 1 p.m. in 
Buskirk Field, behind the Science Building, with a 
Science Egg Hunt. All children and families are welcome to participate in the hunt and then go 
inside the Science Building for hands-on science activities. Twenty separate activities were 
developed by faculty and students in all scientific disciplines. Participants can see the stars in a 
planetarium, ride a Hovercraft, look at the world on a microscopic level, see and touch exotic 
animals, and much more. 
 
The event is free and open to all, with sponsorship from the College of Science and West 
Virginia Science Adventures. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Suzanne Strait, director of West Virginia Science Adventures, 
at WVScienceAdventures@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mukherjee chairs panel discussion at Southeast Decision 
Science Institute 
 
Dean Avi Mukherjee (second from left) of the Lewis 
College of Business chaired a panel discussion on 
“Business School Impact” in the 48th Annual Meeting of 
the Southeast Decision Science Institute at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, last month. Joining him on the panel were 
higher education leaders Dr. Javier Reyes, dean of the 
College of Business and Economics at West Virginia 
University; Dr. Alphonso Ogbuehi, former dean of the 
College of Business at Clayton State University; and Dr. 
Ali Nazemi, former head of the business department of Roanoke College. 
 
AACSB’s new accreditation standards introduced in 2013 made it imperative for business 
schools to foster, document, measure and manage the impact of their activities pertaining to 
teaching, research and community engagement. The panel discussed how business schools are 
defining and demonstrating impact of a variety of types, such as economic development impact, 
global impact, research impact and career impact. This highly interactive forum helped share 
best practices and outcomes for impact created by business schools, with focus on execution 
processes, assessment methods and mission alignment. Marshall was able to demonstrate 
leadership in developing a comprehensive approach to enhancing and demonstrating impact 
based on our school’s unique mission and community of stakeholders. Learn more by visiting 
www.marshall.edu/cob or https://www.sedsi.org/. 
 
———- 
 
Photo: From left, Dean Javier Reyes, Dean Avi Mukherjee, Dr. Alphonso Ogbuehi and Dr. Ali 
Nazemi at the 48th Annual Meeting of the Southeast Decision Science Institute in Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 
 
  
Journalism faculty members, graduate student recognized at 
National Broadcasting Society convention 
 
The graduate student manager, the faculty manager 
and a journalism professor from Marshall 
University’s public radio station, WMUL-FM, 
received four first place awards and two honorable 
mention awards, during the National Broadcasting 
Society Professional Audio/Video Production 
Competition. The awards ceremony occurred 
during the 76th Annual Convention of NBS-
AERho at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Bethesda, 
Maryland, March 1. 
 
The trio from Marshall competed with other broadcast graduate students and faculty members 
from colleges and universities throughout the United States, said Dr. Chuck G. Bailey, professor 
of radio-television production and management in the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications at Marshall University and faculty manager of WMUL-FM. 
 
“This marks the seventh year that a Marshall graduate student has won at least one first place 
award in the professional competition sponsored by the National Broadcasting Society,” Bailey 
said. “Adam Rogers has excelled in his sports-news reporting and game coverage, regardless of 
the level of his competition. His work is outstanding and he is a   wonderful representative on a 
national stage for Marshall University, the College of Arts and Media, the W. Page Pitt School of 
Journalism and Mass Communications and WMUL-FM. Professor Hollis brings many years of 
experience to the Newscenter 88 staff and his first place award for his news package 
demonstrates his first-rate writing and production skills.”. 
 
National Broadcasting Society-Alpha Epsilon Rho (NBS/AERho) has more than 1,500 student 
and professional members and has chapters on eighty-eight college campuses. The National 
Broadcasting Society (NBS) was founded in 1943, and its mission is to enhance the development 
of college and university students in telecommunication, broadcasting, cable and other electronic 
media. Alpha Epsilon Rho is the national honorary society composed of members selected from 
National Broadcasting Society (NBS) Chapters. 
 
The first place award-winning entries were: 
 
Audio News Category: “Bull Riders,” written and produced by Dan W. Hollis, a Marshall 
journalism faculty member, broadcast during the “5:00 p.m. Edition of NewsCenter 88,” 
Thursday, October 19, 2017, and also made available online. 
 
Audio Commercial/PSA Category: “Marshall’s W. Page School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications sports journalism program promotional announcements” in an advertising 
campaign written and produced by Bailey. These promotional advertisements started airing 
Saturday, September 2nd on all WMUL-FM programming and December 8, 2017, statewide 
on twenty radio stations along with three cable television channels during “Basketball 
Friday Night in West Virginia.” 
 
Audio Scriptwriting Category: “Marshall’s W. Page School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications sports journalism program promotional announcement scripts” in an 
advertising campaign written by Bailey. 
 
Audio Other – Sports Programming:“Marshall – North Carolina State Football Postgame 
Program” with host Adam Rogers, a graduate student from Milton, and Bailey, broadcast 
from Raleigh, North Carolina over the “Cutting Edge Sports Radio Network” Saturday, 
September 9, 2017, and also made available online. 
 
The honorable mention award-winning entries were: 
 
Audio News Category: “Ryan Yurachek Houston Flood Relief,” written and produced by 
Adam Rogers, broadcast during the “Cutting Edge Sports Radio Network Pregame Show” 
prior to      kickoff of the Marshall versus Miami (Ohio) football game from Joan C. 
Edwards Stadium, Saturday, September 2, 2017, and also made available online. 
 
Audio News Category: “Marshall Football Open Space Tackling,” written and produced by 
Adam Rogers, broadcast during the “5:00 p.m. Edition of Newscenter 88,” Wednesday, 
October 11, 2017, and also made available online. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: From left, graduate student Adam Rogers, Dan Hollis and Chuck Bailey pose with their 
awards from the recent National Broadcasting Society national convention. 
 
 
 
 
 
Alumni Awards Banquet to take place March 31 
 
The Marshall University Alumni Association 
(MUAA) is set to host its 81st annual Alumni 
Awards Banquet Saturday, March 31, at 7 p.m. 
in the Don Morris Room on the Huntington 
campus. 
 
The banquet recognizes outstanding alumni, 
university supporters and students during an 
evening of celebration and reverence of the 
great things being accomplished by the 
Marshall University alumni community. The event features awards in a number of categories, 
music, dinner and special presentations. 
 
Highlighting the list of more than a dozen honorees at the 2018 awards banquet are Marilyn 
Johnson and John Robert “Bob” Lang, who have been named the alumnus and alumna recipients 
of the Marshall University Distinguished Alumni Award, MUAA’s highest honor. Other award 
recipients include Homer Preece and Terry Deppner Hardin, recipients of the Distinguished 
Service to Marshall Award, Frank Jones and Donna Harbour, recipients of the Outstanding 
Community Achievement Award, Jordan Richardson, recipient of the Young Alumni Award, 
and a number of additional honorees including MUAA Club of the Year, scholarship awards and 
honors from many of Marshall University’s colleges. 
 
“We are proud to welcome friends and family of Marshall University back to the Huntington 
campus as we enjoy a wonderful evening together and celebrate the achievements of this year’s 
slate of award recipients,” said Matt Hayes, executive director of alumni relations at Marshall 
University. “It is always a joy and an honor to bring these distinguished individuals back to 
campus for the Alumni Awards Banquet. It is our annual opportunity to remind the Marshall 
community of all of the great things our alumni have accomplished in their chosen professions 
and in their communities, while also serving as an inspiration to our current students of all of the 
wonderful things they can achieve in life once they leave campus.” 
 
Johnson, a ’74 graduate of Marshall University and recipient of the Marshall University 
Distinguished Alumna Award, is CEO of the International Women’s Forum and former Vice 
President of Market Development for IBM. Through her work, Johnson travels around the globe 
advancing leadership across cultures, careers and continents while bringing together a global 
membership of over 6,000 women leaders in 33 countries. She has received numerous awards 
including the “Corporate Supporter of Women Entrepreneurs Award” in Beijing, “The Profiles 
of Prominence Award” from the National Women of Achievement, Inc. and was also named one 
of “The Top 25 Influential Black Women” by The Network Journal Magazine and was inducted 
into the YWCA of New York City’s prestigious “Academy of Women Leaders.” 
 
Joining Johnson in receiving the MUAA’s highest honor is Lang, a ’67 graduate of Marshall 
University and recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award. Lang, a retired engineer for 
NASA, began his aerospace career right after graduation where he became the NASA lead 
engineer for the Lunar Module Environmental Control System following the completion of the 
lunar program. He later went on to spearhead many projects surrounding the Space Shuttle 
program including becoming Director of Safety and Reliability at Kennedy Space Center and 
Director of Shuttle Vehicle Engineering and the Chief NASA Engineer. Lang received two 
Exceptional Service Medals, an Outstanding Leadership Medal and the Presidential rank of 
Meritorious Executive in the Senior Executive Service from NASA before his retirement in 
2011. 
 
“We couldn’t be more proud of Marilyn and Robert, along with all of our 2018 major award 
recipients,” Hayes said. “The impact they have had and the things they have accomplished on a 
national scale are humbling and awe-inspiring. We are honored to welcome these outstanding 
Sons and Daughters of Marshall back to Huntington where we plan to give them the recognition 
they deserve.” 
 
Other major award recipients include Homer Preece, Terry Deppner Hardin, Frank Jones, Donna 
Harbour and Jordan Richardson. 
 
Homer Preece is the Director of the Mid-Ohio Valley Center in Point Pleasant, West Virginia, a 
regional center of Marshall University, and an adjunct faculty member of three departments. He 
helped spearhead the growth and development of the Mid-Ohio Valley Center as a multi-facility 
center, offering numerous degree programs in the Mid-Ohio Valley. He is joined in receiving the 
Distinguished Service to Marshall University Award by Terry Deppner Hardin, an energetic 
servant of the community who has helped orchestrate support for numerous causes, including the 
Marshall Artists Series, Hospice of Huntington, Huntington Museum of Art and countless others. 
A clerk and chief steward of the U.S. District Court in southern West Virginia, Hardin has more 
than 25 years of volunteerism, much of which has directly afffected Marshall University and its 
fine arts programs. 
 
The Rev. Frank Jones, a pastor of the Second Mount Zion Baptist Church for over 40 years, is 
the Outstanding Community Achievement co-recipient. Jones has involved himself in numerous 
organizations in his community, including the Tug Valley Baptist Association and the NAACP, 
of which he was president on two different occasions. An educator in the Mingo County Board 
of Education, he has created an impact on the lives of area youth, along with leading outreach 
projects in his community. He is joined in receiving this award by Donna Harbour, a retired 
nurse who had a nearly 50 year career. Loved by her peers, Harbour has received Peer 
Recognition awards from Centra Health and the Hill City Chapter of the Virginia Nurses 
Association. She also was a recipient of the Craddock Terry Excellence in Nursing Award and 
has dedicated her life to helping others in and around her community. 
 
Jordan Richardson, recipient of the Young Alumni Award, is an attorney and senior policy 
analyst at the Charles Koch Institute, where he conducts research on how criminal justice reform 
can improve well-being for Americans. A frequent speaker and writer on the topic of 
overcriminalization who has been featured in The Washington Post, TIME, and Newsweek, 
among others, he was named to the Forbes 30- Under-30 in Law and Policy in 2018. 
 
Other awards being handed out at the event are the Cam Henderson Scholarship Award, Nancy 
Pelphrey/Herd Village Scholarship Award, Nate Ruffin Award, MUAA Club of the Year and 
various Awards of Distinction presented by each of Marshall University’s colleges. 
 
Tickets to Marshall University’s annual Alumni Awards Banquet are available online at 
www.HerdAlum.com or by calling 304-696-3134. For more information, visit the MUAA 
website at www.HerdAlum.com or e-mail us at alumni@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Center for Continuing Education adds classes on 
geocaching, animal sculpture 
 
The Center for Continuing Education has added classes in 
geocaching and animal sculpture to its spring lineup beginning 
in April. 
 
In the geocaching class, students will learn about the “game” of 
geocaching, which involves the use of a Global Positioning 
System-enabled device to search for hidden caches at locations 
marked by coordinates. Students interested in this course 
should have prior knowledge of the Internet, some GPS 
knowledge and like being outdoors. Cost is $35 per student over 14 years of age or $60 per pair. 
Students ages 10-14 must register with a parent or guardian at a cost of $60 for the pair. 
 
The class will begin Tuesday, April 17, and continue weekly through May 1. Sessions will take 
place from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in Jenkins Hall, room 201, on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
In “Introduction to Animal Sculpture,” students will learn to bring clay to life by making ceramic 
animals using textures for fur, skin, hair, scales and more. Previous experience is not necessary. 
Students will have the opportunity to complete 2 to 3 small sculptures and one medium-sized 
sculpture. 
 
The class will begin Tuesday, April 10, and continue on Tuesdays and Fridays through Friday, 
May 4. Sessions will take place from 6 to 8 p.m. at Marshall’s Art Warehouse, 201 21st Street. 
Parking will be available adjacent to the Art Warehouse. 
  
 
Cost is $180 per student. Students must be 14 years of age or older to register. Those under the 
age of 18 will need to have a parent or guardian sign a participation form on the first day of 
class. 
  
 
Interested participants can register directly for either class at 
http://epay.wvsto.com/MarshallContinuingEducation/Default.aspx. 
  
 
For more information about either class, contact Marshall University’s Center for Continuing 
Education at mccallist118@live.marshall.edu or call 304-696-6607. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine inducts new members to Gold Humanism 
Honor Society 
 
Thirteen medical students, residents and faculty members 
have been inducted into the Marshall University Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine chapter of the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society (GHHS). 
 
GHHS is a national honorary for those who demonstrate 
excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion and 
dedication to service. Those inducted during a ceremony 
March 1 at the Marshall University Memorial Student 
Center were: 
 
Students: 
 
Harley Jacob Davis 
Dylan Ray Maldonado 
Akash Sharma 
Saidat T. Sola-Rufai 
Angela Thorp 
Emily Michele Wright 
Kristin “Sashi” Yasuda 
 
Residents: 
 
Robert “Chris” Bowers, M.D.  (Obstetrics & Gynecology) 
Milad Modarresi, M.D.  (Surgery) 
Troy Wallace, M.D. (Internal Medicine/Pediatrics) 
Courtney Wellman, M.D. (Family and Community Health) 
 
Faculty: 
 
Paul Knowles, M.D.   (Neurology) 
Eva Patton-Tackett, M.D. (Internal Medicine) 
 
 
Members are nominated by their peers and selected by a committee composed of faculty, 
staff, clerkship directors and GHHS members. 
 
The Arnold P. Gold Foundation is a public, not-for-profit organization established in 1988 by 
Drs. Arnold and Sandra Gold, several colleagues at the Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and community leaders. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: New Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS) inductees at the Marshall University Joan 
C. Edwards School of Medicine gather for a photo March 1 during a ceremony at the Marshall 
University Memorial Student Center. 
 
Additional photos are available for viewing at: https://jcesom.smugmug.com/Events/2018-
Events/20180301-GHHS-Induction-Ceremony/ 
 
 
 
 
 
Former theatre department chair inducted into the SETC Hall of 
Fame 
 
Dr. N.B. East, a longtime chair of the Marshall University theatre 
department, was inducted into the Southeastern Theatre Conference Hall of 
Fame March 10, during the Annual SETC Business Meeting at the 2018 
Convention in Mobile, Alabama. 
 
East chaired Marshall’s Department of Theatre/Dance for 28 years and 
passed away in 2011. He has received the distinction for his contributions 
to the SETC over the course of three decades. 
 
According to the organization’s website, “He was one of the founders of the West Virginia 
Theatre Conference and held every elective office of that organization, including three terms as 
President. He was the SETC West Virginia state representative for over 10 years and in that 
capacity served on SETC’s Board of Directors.” 
 
East also chaired the SETC Auditions Committee for several years and was instrumental in 
developing operations and procedures that are still utilized at SETC’s auditions. He also helped 
establish the original state screening audition process. East received the West Virginia Theatre 
Conference’s lifetime achievement award, and was a constant presence at SETC conventions for 
more than 25 years. 
 
Also among this year’s inductees are Don Creason, April J’Callahan, Jonathan Michaelsen and 
Julie Richardson. 
  
 
For more information, visit, https://www.setc.org/scholarships-awards/awards/hall-of-fame/. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewis College of Business’s economics program ranked among 
Top 10 by Best College Reviews 
 
Marshall University’s business degree in economics has been ranked 
9th among the 50 Best Bachelor’s Degrees in Business Economics by 
Best College Reviews. 
 
This ranking was compiled 
by https://www.bestcollegereviews.org using data from College 
Navigator regarding tuition, as well as program information generated 
directly from each institution’s official website, according to the program’s division head, Dr. 
Richard Agesa. 
 
“The methodology used to determine the rankings is based on tuition; customization options 
within the degree program, both in content and format; and an overall ‘wow’ factor which 
highlights each program’s unique offerings and sets it apart from the pack,” Agesa said. 
 
Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College of Business, said he believes the college’s 
program received this ranking due to its comprehensive and accommodating nature. 
 
“Whether students plan to continue on with their studies at the graduate level or enter directly 
into the workforce, Marshall’s B.B.A. degree in economics provides them with the tools that 
they need to succeed,” Mukherjee said. “We are very proud to be recognized amongst the top 10 
programs in the U.S.” 
 
The full ranking can be found here: https://www.bestcollegereviews.org/top/bachelors-business-
economics/. 
 
To learn more about Marshall’s B.B.A. degree in economics, visit www.marshall.edu/cob. 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed March 21, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Friday, March 16, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/March-14-2018. 
 
 
 
 
